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and Professional Hygiene [of Paris], based on the annual
statistics, showing a great number of cases of lead
colic. As a sequel to this communication there was
a memorable discussion at the society, in which Dr.
Napias replied to President Boulay, architect, who ener-
getically demanded the suppression of white lead by
legislation.
11 We do not demand," said Dr. Napias, " that the law
intervene here ; it is for instruction alone to enlighten the
masses. We desire that the workmen be instructed as
to the danger which threatens them. We desire that
architects ally themselves with the hygienists in this
good work, and that they exact from their contractors
the exclusive use of white zinc. We desire, also, that
ministers, towns, parishes, administrations, specify, in
the case of works they are about to undertake, that the
basis of the paint be white zinc."
Napias also expressed a restrictive opinion as to the
application, but he did not go so far, in spite of his
intimate conviction, as the radical and absolute inter-
diction, by a law, for the suppression of white lead. In
1881, Dr. Armand Gauthier, who from 1872 was en-
trusted with the Annual Reports to the Prefecture of
the Seine, on Lead Poisoning in Trades Utilising Lead
and its Derivatives, author of the official statistics,
published every three years, on this special subject,
presented to the Conseil d'Hygiene et de Salubrit<5 a
report on the risks which white lead and red lead
caused the workmen engaged in manufacturing or
handling these dangerous products to run. He asked
at the same time that a Commission should be nominated